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MAHARASTHRA SHIFTS DEVELOPING BT COTTON VARIETIES FROM

PRIVATE COMPANIES TO STATE UNIVERSITIES

MUMBALI: Complaints from
farmers made the state govern-
ment announce on Wednesday
(December 15, 2016)that the
multinational seed giant
Monsanto would not be allowed
to develop cotton seed varieties
in the state. Instead, the four
agricultural universities in the
state and the Central Institute for
Cotton Research, Nagapur will
undertake research and provide
seeds to cultivators.

The state has 38 lakh hectares
under cotton cultivation, of
which 98% is sowed with Bt cot-
ton seeds developed by

Monsanto. Most cotton growers
are in Vidarbha, where the soil
and climate favor the cash crop.
Vidarbha has seen farmer sui-
cides over the years, as the eco-
nomics of cultivation has become
skewed against the farmer, with
input costs higher than the pro-
duce prices.

In accordance with a 2009
act, the state government peri-
odically controls cotton seed
prices. On June 8, 2015, a notifi-
cation was issued where packets
of seeds were priced at Rs 730 and
Rs 830 depending on the type of
seed.

It was realized that the qual-
ity of these seeds from private
companies had not been good
over the years and that the lack
of research in government uni-
versities allowed private compa-
nies to “loot” farmers

The Agricultural minister in-
formed the press that newly de-
veloped seeds from government
institutes would be available
from 2018 and no private com-
pany would be allowed. It was
learnt that farmers would now
have to pay only Rs 350 per
packet for a packet of Bt cotton
seeds.

Source: Times of India,
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